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A Joyolis New Beginning

forLafisaand Maeve Hart

By Tirnara Cioeci

fhere was a tame when Larisa Hart would drive .-r.nng
Temple Sireet with ber dawghter Macve, thinking qui.
ety to hersell, bow tiuch she loved the scende drive
winding through cranberry bogs, wooded paths and historic
farmes, Until last June, Larisa had spent the last six years sleep-
ing 0n & soa in a one-bedroom spartment with her daoghter
now 16 years old and a vadent at Duxhury High Schoal. The
graphic designer and single mem had been hoofing it snee
Mucve was six months old and the two had develaped some
mcmuorahle slrategies fist angging |IR|‘.|1 ||-.-1:r|g_q1ur|;.,-r-. wnge
their arrival in Dixbury, living in one bedroom apartments
fiar the last fourteen years while working as » graphic design-
ef. There was a job a1 The Duxbary Clipper for four years
where Larica did graphic art while baby Macve played nent

b i et desk and another job ot Griffin J""-H"!"'-“l and extra

Ireclancing work whcn she could. When the job apportunity
1o wark full time teaching graphic design for Falmouth High
School came along, Larisa jumped o the chance, knowing
that it would provide an exciting change and new carcer path
The exira income would prove o be an integral part of the
wonderiul changes thal came next

For a long while, Larisa had followed the Habitag for Hu-
muanity profects in Duodbury and had driven by the Temple
Sieect development walching thst progress always drexrming of
a chance to bive in ane of the six newly bailt condeminiuma
She never ventured farther than wishing she coubd bve in one
until s the suggestion of a family membsr, the inquire about
the application process. At the tirme, she was iold they weren't
scocpting new applications but so keep chedking the website

T had been keeping my ear owt because | Jove Duxbury,
Biusl i0s been & ﬂrugﬁh I'r.ndmﬁ wilonlable |1-:l|.|.1.:inj:.' ;;F{um
Larisa. °I would drive by the site and | just had a Feeling,
“That's my house.™

That was last March and after a few moves from didlerent
wnall apartments, Lariss apd Macve had managed well bu
the daily logistics of gimple things like cooking and laundry,
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were lo say ihe least, a challenge

“Iv’s hard fior prople 10 understand that | had to work really hard
alt keeping myself positive and becamse wie bave really good friends,
witdl haudesil for them on the weckends in the wimter so we could
have more space” Lartia sayi

She was determined to try and get selecied for the purchase of
one of the new wnis. While Macve was away with a high school
irip to Chicago with the muoskc depanment. Larisa flled out ber
spplication and waited. Over the course of twe weeks, she prepared
hersell for disappointmeni

“T'mm a single parent without expendable income, Ive bad 1o pinch
penindes and have grown wsed to being told "no” whether it be rentals
of cilber !hln,gl." Larisa explains *] gave mysell s Pep jalk™

When she finally received the call, she sutomatically assamed
that she would not be chosen 1o purchase one af the homes. She ra-
thonakized that she and her daughter had been able 1o manage thus
far in small living spaces and theyv'd be ok They were good al manag-
i anad they woaild get by, She though if che wasn't selecied, she and
Maeve would volurtecr with Habitat for Hamanity snyway s B wis
o worthy cause. She id not even process the words when first Lol
mrwwln!hrrrrwlng inio et Bew bome in June, bt when the shodk
wore oi, Lariss and Maeve cried tears of joy. both knowing that in
that plvtal moment, her life a well as Maeves changed instanthy

“I was driving back from Falmeouth and was so excited, | almost
drove off the posd!™ Larisa laugha

They had litile time to peepare as tbeir samall family would need
i piat in 250 bours of sweal equity as they helped baild their fsur
hoearee. Adter the deddcation ceremonny laat fune, Lasisa and Maeve re-
msernber the exciternent of their firs night in thelr pew ome. With a
spaciou two-bedroom conda graced with lats of Tight, the twa were
unable to sheep and were overwhelmed with this new Beginning,

“The mice théng shout this is that it is affordable for us” shares
Larisa. "The amourt of Hght that shings in the windows is amazing
and W h.'llh' spagiai. ‘Those are the bwo r]ur‘i. I like ihse mrensd ™

Each Habstat fumily puts in & specific nismber of hoars of sweat
equaty and Larisa and Maeve recall enjoying the work and all of the
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skills they learned such as hanging dirywall
and for Maeve, the two joke, driving the bobeat

As Duxbwery Neighbors has reported, Sooth Share Hahi-
tat bor Humansty s an emspowerment program and noi a hand-
oul program. It is their mission to baild strepgth, stability and
sell-refiance theough shelicr, bl parnering with families in need
of affordable housing. In partnership with the Town of Duxbury’s
Affordabile Howsing Truss (DAHT), they will soon complete the
#ix-unit Feinberg Bog Condomindum Project located just off of
Temple Streer. The lownhouse style condos, huve bwe-hedrooms
and I % baths and are approximately 1,200 square feet. Three of the
twmbomes are new occupied by three new Habliisi Family Part-
mers with incomes of 80% af the Arca Median lncome. The FEaTRakn -
ing thfee units are for sale now and for individuals interested with
100°%: of dhe area median income, can conlact South Shore Hahinal
for Humanity for more information,

“This is u geeat parinership between our nonprofit and the Town
of Dudbuary and the town’s Affordabile Housing Trase” said Mariing
Taylar, Executive Director of South Shore Habitat for Humanity,
“The profect design makes @ sman usc of the lamad so that we are
able to provide howsing for six families representing two different
coonomic sectors who plherwise would nat be able to aford 10
live in Duxbury” This project will bring the namber of affordable
homes built by Souih Shore Habita for Humanity 1o ten, and a
total of sixiy-one throughoat our service ares

Larisa and Maeve romember that forst nighs in ibeir new heme
on fune 24th guite well They coulds’t walt 1o leee Ui
one-bedroom apaniment they had spent the
last six years and begin thele mew life. "It fckt
bike it wasnt real” remembers Larissa “Tt
was g0 uphest”

A couple of days later, with the
furniture et ap, Lariss’s mom came
o wisil and they made thelr firs
dimrer in the new kilchen when the
reality sef in.




with the wind ensemble in the music
their very own home for the holidays.

Ealeasn mane sbaut S5HH and fo ingeie abes

"Wy mother and | weere very weepy and it was all such a huge blessing” shares Larisa
"1 can’ even say how much i changed our lves”

Muother and daughter have settled in nicely and are booking forward 1o spend.
ing their first holiday in their new home with thelr two guinea pigs and now dog
Tess, & Spincne Naliano. Macve. now a junior ai the high school, is thinking of
college and keeps up with her school work and het commitment io firs chair ohoe
department. The twio are very happy to be in

When asked about what they love most ahomt Daxbury, they “You kicw
you're in Dhexlarry whew o monener stay-cation i more hﬁqmmnﬁﬁ'
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We would like to thank EMBRACE HOME LOANS for bringing

We've added a new product to our line.
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